
March3~,2003

RegularMail

TheHonorableStephenL. Johnson
AssistantAdministrator
UnitedStatesEnvironmentalProtectionAgency
Office ofPrevention,PesticidesandToxic Substances
1200PennsylvaniaAvenueN.W. (Room 7101M)
Washington,DC 20460

DearMr. Johnson:

This letterreaffirmsthecommitmentofthecompaniesidentifiedbelow to assistthe
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA) in its investigationof pcrfluorooctanoieacid(PEOA)
andammoniumperfluorooctanoate(APFO).1

1) APFOUsers: Asahi GlassFluoropolymersUSA, Inc., Daikin America,inc.. Dyneon,LLC,
andEl. du Pont de NemoursandCompany. ThesecompaniesuseAFFO asa
polymerizationaidto manufacturefluoropolymersand fluoroelastorners. DuPontaso
manufacturesAPFOin theUnited Statesfor usein Iluoropolymermanufacturing.

2) TelomerCompanies:AGA Chemicals,Inc.. ClariantGmbH,Daikin America, Inc., andE.I.
du Pontde NemoursandCompany. Thesecompaniesproduceor import fluorotelomer-
basedproducts,whichareusedasfluorosurfactantsandsurfaccprotectionchemicals.

3) The 3M Company,theformerU.S. manufacturerof AFFO.

All signatoriesshareand supportthegoalsofsafeguardinghumanhealthandthe
environment. By meansofthis letterand separateLettersofIntent, the signatoriesaffirm their
commitmentto work on a comprehensiveprogramto developadditionaldataon potentiaflicalth
or environmentaleffectsof PFOA,to bettercharacterizeexposurepathways,to reduceorprevent
suchexposure,andto examineand, asnecessary,strengthenproductstewardshipandristc
communicationpractices.

While theAPFOUsersutilize APFOas a polymerizationaid to manufacturecen~ntluoropolymcrsand
fluoroelastomers,PFOA is thesubstancethat hasbeenfoundin some,butnot all, theenvironmentalandblood
samplesthat havebeentested. PFOA isalsothechemicalthat hasusuallybeentestedin animalstudies,because
APFOdissociatesin waterinto PFOA and ammonia.EPAhasassignedDocketNumberAR.226 for all submissions
on periluorinatedsubstances.AR226also containsdocumentspertainingto otherperiluorinatedchemical
substances.The APFOUsersbelievethat the mattersconcerningAPFO aredifferent from thoseassociatedwith the
otherchemicaisubstancesincludedin EPADocketNumberAR226.



Mr. StephenL. Johnson
March 31, 2003
Page2of 10

TheAPFO Usersarecommittedto reducingemissionsof APFOfrom fluoropolymer
manufacturingfacilitics. TheAPFOUsershavecommittedto developinginformationto support
a betterunderstandingofexposureto APFOthroughconductingstudieson finishedresinsand
finishedproducts,andon emissionsand dischargesfrom fluoropolymerprocessingfacilities.
Theyarealso committedto furtherstudiesofthetoxicologyof APFO. ThroughtheSocietyof
thePlasticsIndustry(SPI), theAPFOUserswill submitinformationon workwith EPA asthis
processmovesforward. SPI is signingthis agreementonly to signify its willingnessto actasa
facilitator andconduit for informationandcommunicationsbetweenEPA andthefluoropolymer
manufacturersandothermembersofthefluoropolymerindustry,including fluoropolymer
processors.Its participationis not an indicationthat SPI hasany obligationsaddressedby
separateagreementsor Lettersof Intentsubmittedby theAPFOUsers,theTelomerCompanies,
or 3M.

TheTelomerCompaniesdo not usePFOAor APFOin theirmanufacturingprocesses.
Thesecompanieshavecommittedto investigatingwhetherandhow telomerproductscan
transformorbreakdown into PFOA, andif so, to supportabetterunderstandingof those
processes.

The3M CompanyhasI) providedasummaryofpreviousactivity takenby thecompany
includingthephase-outofthe productionfor saleof PFOAattheend of 2002,and2) committed
to a planto continuea monitoringprogramfor its formermanufacturingsites.

TheAPFOUsers,theTelomerCompaniesand3M will eachkeeptheEPA apprisedof
progressin conductingthe researchundertheirrespectiveLettersof Intent. Theywill provide
statusreportsto EPA andindividually sharetheresultsfrom all studies,surveysor other
investigations,asspecifiedin theLettersofIntent.

Thesignatoriesof this letterappreciatetheopportunityto workwith EPA on this matter
andagreethat closecoordinationof our efforts andsharingofinformation is important.
Accorthngly,wewill continueto communicatewith EPAas informationbecomesavailable.

RespectfullySubmitted,

APFO Users
TelomcrCompanies
The3M Company
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Daikin America,Inc.
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Name Rie~~dJ. 4ullo
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E. L thi. Pop~d~NemoursandCompany
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Name P.ti DVPQc4#)
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TheSocietyof thePlasticsIndustry,Inc.


